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Into the Meaſures of 


- SUBMISSION- 


To the 


SUPREAM AUTHORITY: 


eAndof the Grounds upon which it may be Law-. A 
ful or neceſſary for Subjects, to defendrheir Religio 


Lives and mo" (2 


me His Cagaley cannot be regular- 

| iy made , 'biit by taking in the 

firſt place, a true and full view 

of the nature of Civil ſociety, and 

more particularly of the nature 

of Supream power, whether it is lodged in 
one or more perſons ? 

I. Ir is ceriain,, that the law of nature 
has put no difference nor ſubordination 
among men » Except it be that of Children 
toparents Or of wives to their husbands,ſo that 
with relation-to the law of nature, all men 
are born free: and this liberty muſt till 
be foppoſed entire , unleſs ſo far as it 
is limited by Contracts , Proviſions , or 
Laws. Fora man can either bind himſelf 
to be a ſeryant”, or fell himſelf to be a 
Slave, by which he becomes in thepower 
of another , only ſo far as it was provi- 
ded by the Contract : fince all that liberty 
which was not expreſly given- away , re- 
mains ſtill entire: ſo that the plea for li- 
derty always proves it (elf , unleſs it ap- 


rshat it is given up or limited by any 


Jpecial agreement. | 

II, lt isno leſs certain , thatas the light 
of nature has planted in all-mena natural 
principle of the love of life, and of a dex 


fire topreſeryelieF ſo the common prin= 
ciples of all Religion agree in this , that 
God having ſet us in this world, we are 
bound to preſerve that being , which he 
has given us , byall juſtand lawful ways. 
Now this duty of ſelf-preſervation , is exer- 
ted in Inſtances of two ſorts; the one 
are, in the refiſting-of Violent Apgpreſ- 
ſours; the other are the taking of juſtre- 
venges of thoſe , who have invaded us fo 
ſecretly , that we could not prevent them, 
and fo Violently that we could not refift 
them: in which caſes the principle of ſelf- 
preſervation warrants us, both to recover 
whac 18 our own , with juſt dammages 
and alſo to put ſuch Injuſt perſons our of 
a Capacity of doing the like injuries aty 
more either to our ſelyes , or to any 
others. Now in "oy two: Inſtances of 
ſelf-preſervation , Mis difference is to be 
obſerved ; that the firſt cannot be limited, 
by any ſlow forms, fince a prefling dart- 
ger requires a vigorous repulſe ; and can- 
not admit of delays, wheras the ſecond, 
of - mcg gg , Or reparations; is not 
of ſuch haſt, but that it may be brought 
under rules'and torms. 
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wil Society aft1d Government is, that it is, a 
Compromiſe matte by ſuch a body of me, 
by which they rebgn_up the right of de- 
manding reparations , either in th 
of Juſtice , againſt on 


to ſuch'a ſingle perſon, or to ſuch a body 
of men as they think fit to truſt with this. 
And in the management of this Ciril So- 
ciety great diſtinction is to:be made ,/" be- 
tween thepower of making laws forthe 
regulating tte condud of ir, and the power 
of executing thoſe Jaws : The Syupream 
authority mutt [til] be ſuppoſed to be lod- 
ged with thoſe who have the Lepiflative 
power reſerved to them ; but not with 


thoſe who. have only. theExecuite; which 


is plainly atruf, when it is ſeparated from 


the Legiſlative power. \ and _ all. Trifts\ by 


their nature |mport , that thoſe to whom 
they are given; are accountable," even 
tho that it should not be expreſly ſpe- 


cified in the words of the Trot (it 


ſelf. 

IV. - It cannot be ſuppoſed; by the 
principles ot Natural 'Religion, tharGod 
has authoriſed any one form of Government, 
any! other way than as the general rules 
of order , and of Juſtice, oblige all men 
not to ſubvert Conſtitucions, nor diſturb 
the pedce :of Mankind, or Invad-'thoſe 
rights 'with which the law may have ve- 
Ned ſome perſons; for it 1s certain , that 
as private Conrracts lodge or tranſlite 


privaterights ; ſo thepudlick lawes can like- 
wile lodgeſuch Rights, Prerogatives and 
Revenues, in thoſe « under whoſe Pro- 
-tetion they pur themſelves, and in ſuch 
2 manner'that they may come to have as 
'good a Title fo theſe, as any privare per- 
n can have to his property : ſo that-it 
becomes an act of high Injuſtice and 
Violence , to Invadgitheſe : which 1s ſo 
any ſuch aCtions 
would be , -againſt a private- p-rfon, as 
the regs peace and order 1s preferrable 

| private conkderations whatſoever. 


far a greater fin. th 


to'A 


So that in+truth;- the principles of Natural 
Religion, give thoſe, that are in Authority, 
no-power at all, but'they do only ſecure 
them in the poſſeſſion of that which is 
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of Religion” can bind me to pay another 
- more. than indeed owe*him , but- do 
e way only bind me more ftriftly to pay what I 
| eanother , or inthe + owe'; ſo the conſiderations of R 

way of War ,/apainſt their neighbours ; / 


- 


theirs by Law. And af no conſiderations 


| eligion 
do indeed bring ;ſubjets-,under ftrifter 
obligations , to pay all due Allegeance and 


ſubmiſſion to their Princes, but they do not 


at all extend that Allegeance further than 
the Law Carries it, And tho a mari has 
no divine right to his property , but has 
acquired it by human means, ſuch as ſuc- 
ceſhon , or Induſtry, yet he has a ſecuri- 
ty tor the enjoyment of it, from a Divine 
right; ſo.tho Princes have no Immediat 


_ warrants from heaven , either for: their 


Original Titles or for the extent of them, 
et they are ſecured in the poſſeſſion of 
them by the Principles and Rules of Na- 


tural Religion. 


V. lt 1s to be conſidered,that as a private 
perſon , can bind himſelf to another mans 
ſervice, by different degrees, either as 
an Ordinary ſervant for wages, or as one 
appropriat for alonger time as an Appren- 
tice, or by a toral giving himſelf up to 
another, as 1n the caſe of {livery ; in all 
which caſes the General name of Mafter 
may be equally uſed, yet the degrees of 
his pawer , are to be judged by the na- 
ture of the Contract; ſo likewiſe bodics 
of mn can give themſelves up in diffe- 
rent degrees , to the conduct of others : 
and therefore tho all thoſe .may carry the 
{ame name of King, yetevery ones power 
is to be taken from the meaſures of that 
Authority which is lodged in him , and 
not from any general ſpeculations founded 
on ſome Equivocal termes, ſuch as King, 
Soveratgne, Or Supream. | : 

VI. It is certain, that God, as the Crea- 
tor apd Governour of the World, may 
ſer up whom he will, to rule over other 
men; Bur this declaration of his will, 
muft be made evident by Prophets, or 
other Extraordinary men ſent of him, wh 
have ſome manifeſt proofs 'of the Divine 
authority that is committed tothem, o 
ſuch occalions, and upon ſuch perſo 
declaring the will of God , in favour .of 
wy others ; that Neclaratioo is to be Tub- 
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mitted. to, 'and obeyed, But this pretence 
of a divine Delegation , can be carriedno 
further than- to ' thoſe who. are thus ex- 
preſly marked out , and is unjuſtly clai- 
med'by thoſe who can prove no ſuch De- 
claration tg have been ever, made in fa- 
_vour of them , or their families. Nor 
does it appear reaſonable to conclude trom 
their being in poſſeſſion , that it is the will 
of Go: that it should beſo, this juſtifies 
all Uſurpers when they are ſuccesfull. 

VII, The meaſures of perrer,and by con- 
ſequence of Obedience , muſt be taken-fgom 
'the expreſs Laws ot any ſtate, or body of 
men, from the Oaths that they ſwear, 
or from Immemorial Preſcription and 
a long Poſlcſhon , which both give a Title, 
and in a long tract of time make a bad 
-one become good,.fince Preſcrip:ion when 
It paſſes the Memory of man, and is not 
diſputed by any other Pretender , gives by 
the common ſenſe of all men a juſt and 
good Title : {o upon the whole matter, 
the degrees of all Civil Authority , are to 
be tahen either from Expreſs Laws, Ime 
memorial Cuſtomes, or from particular 
Oathes, which the ſubjects ſwear to their 
Princes : this being (till to be laid down 
- for a principle , that in all the diſputes 
between power and liberty , power mult al- 
ways be proved,but liberty proves it ſelf; the 
one being founded only upon poſitive 
Law , and the other upon the Law of na- 
ture. 

VIIL. If from the General Principles of 
humane ſociety , and natural Religion, 
we carry this matter to be examined by 
the Scriptures, 'it is clear that all the pal- 
ſages that are in the Old Teſtament , are 
not to be made uſe of in this matter , of 
neither (ide. For as the land of Canaan, 
was given to the ewes by an Immediate 
grant from heaven, ſo God reſerved till 


this: to himſelf, and to the. Declarations ' 


that he shoultd make from time to time, 
either by his Prophets, or by the An- 


{wers that came from the Cloud of Glory - 
that was between the Cherubims , tg ſet . 


up Judges or Kings oyer them, and to pull 
them down again as he thought fir, Here 


was an expreſs Delegation made- by God, 


and therefore att that was- done 'in. that 


Ditpenſation , either for or againſt Prin. 
ces, 1s not tobe made uſe ot- in any other 
{tate, that. is founded 'on another botrom 
and Conſtitution: and all the expreſhons 
in the. Old Teſtament relating to Kings, 
ſince they belong to perſons that were lm- 
mediatly deſigned by God , are without 
any fort of reaſon applied to thoſe, who 
can pretend to no ſuch deſignation , nets 
ther for themſelves nor for their Ance- 
{tors. | 

IX. As for the New Teſtament it is plains 
that there arenorulesgiven in it, neither 
for. the forms of Governmentin General, nor 
for the degrees of any one form 1n part1- 
cular, but the general rules of Jultice , Or- 
der and Peace being eſtablished in it-upon 
higher motives and more binding conſt 
derations , than ever they were ins.any 
other Religion whatſoever, we are moſt 
ſtrictly bound by ir ,. ro obſcrve the Con- 
ſtitution in which weare ; and.it is plain, 
that the rules ſet us in the Goſpel, can be 
carried no further. Ir is indeed ciear from 
the New Teltament , that the Chriſtian 
Religion as ſuch, gives us no:grounds to 
detcnd or propagate it by force. It 1s a 
doctrine of the Croſs, and of Faith, and 
patience under it : and if by the order 
ot Divine Providence, and of any Can- 
ſtitutton of Government , under which 
we are born , we are brought under ſuf- 
ferings, for our profeſling of it, we may 
indeed retire and fly out of any ſuch 
Countrey , it we can ; but if that is de- 


.nied us, we.muſt then according to this 


Religion , ſubmic to thoſe ſufferings, un- 


der which we may be brought, conlide- 
-ring that God will be glorified by us in 


ſo doing, and that he will both ſupport us 
under our ſufferings , and gloriouſly re- 
ward us for them. 

This was the ſtate of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion during the three firſt, Centuries un- 
der Heathen Emperoars , and a Conſtitu- 
tion in which Paganiſme was eſtablished 
by law. But if by the lawes of any Go- 
vernment , the Chriſtian Religion » or any 
form of it , is become a part of the ſub- 
jects property., it then talls- under another 
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_ xonfideration y/not as it isa Religion, but as 
it is become one of the principal tights of 
the ubjefts , to believe and [5'it: 
and then we mult judge of che Invalions 
made on that, as we do of any other [n- 
vaſion »- that is tnade on our other Rights. 
X All the paſſages in the New Teita- 
ment that relate to Civil Government, are to 
be-expounded as they were rruely meant, 
in oppoſition to that falfe Notion of the 
Fews , who believed themſelves to be {o 
Immediatly under the Divine authority; 
that they could not become the ſybjects 
ot any other power ; particularly of one 
thar was not of their Nation or of their 
-Religion :. therefore they thought , they 
could nor be under the Roman yoke, nor 
bound to pay tribute to Ceſar, but judged 
that they were only ſubjectout of fear , by 
"reaſon of the force that lay on thern, but 
- not for Conſcience ſake : and to in all their 
diſpertion , both at Rome and elſewhere, 
they thought they were Gods freemen, and 


4) , 


that no General ConGderations from ſpe- 
culations abunt Soveraign power , nortrom 
any paſſages either of the Od and: New Te- 


ftament , ought to: determin us in 'this 


matter ; which muſt-be fixed from the 
Laws and Regulations that , have been 
made among us. {t is:then cer:ain , that 
with Relation tothe Executive part of the 
Government, the law has lodged that ſingly 
40 the Kjng;lo that the whole adminiſtra. 
tion of ic 1sin him : but the legiſlative 
power is lodged between the King and the 
Two Houſes of Parliament ; ſo that the 
power of making and repealing lawes ,.4s 
not ſingly in the King , but only fo far 
as the Two Houſes concur with him. ltis 
alſo: clear, .that the King has ſuch a deter- 
mined exrent of Prerogative, beyond 
which he has no authority : as for Inſtance, 
if he levys money of his people, without 
a law empowring him to it , he goes bee. 
yond the limits of his power , and asks 
that to which he hasnoright : fo that there 


made uſe of this pretended liberty as acloak, 
of malicioiſneſs. In oppoſition troall which, 
fince in a Curſe of many years, they had 
asked the protection of the Roman yoke, 
and were come under their authority , 
- our Saviour ordered them to continue in 
- that, by his ſaying; Render to Ceſar that which 
is Ceſars ; and both St. Paul in his Epiſtleto 
the Romans, and St. Peter in his General 
Epiſtle, have very pokitively condemned 
thac pernicious maxim ; but without any 

' formal Declarations made of therules or 
- meaſures of Gotrernment. And fince both 
the people and ſenate of Rome had acknow- 

' ledged the power that Auguſtus bad indeed -to preſerve it : for thoſe rights are by 
violently ufurped, it becawe legal when it the law ſecured againſt the Invaſions of 

- was thus ſubmitredto, and confirmed both * the Prerogative, and by conſequence we 
by the ſenate and people ; and it was efta- muſt hivea right to preſerve them againſt 
blished in 1is family by a longPreſcription, thoſe [nvaſions. lt isalſo evidently decla- 
when thoſe Epiſtles were writ: ſothat upon red by our Law, thar all orders and war- 

- the whole-ratter , all that is in the New rants, that are iſſued out in oppoſition to 
Teftament upon this ſubje&, Imports no -them,arenull ofthemſelves ;and by Con- 
bs | - more, but that all Chriſtizns-are bound to ſequence, any that pretend 'to have Com 
E | - - acquieice m the Gorernment, and ſubmit "miſſions from the Kjng:, for'thoſe ends, 
| to it, '2Ccording to the Conſtitution that are-ro be conſidered as-it they had none 
4s ſerled by law, | at all: ſince thoſeCommiſſions being void 

Rl. We are then ar laſt brought to the ' of themſelves, /are indeed no 'Commil- 
Conſtitutzori of our English-Gorernment : (0 ons in the Conſtruſtion of the Law ; 
aud 


lies no obligation on the ſubject to grant 
it : and if any in his nameuſe Viol for 
the obtaining it, they, are to be looked on 
as ſomany robbers; that Invade our pro- 
perty, and they being Violent aggreſſours ,. 
the principle of ſeif-preſervation ſeems 
here to takeplace, andto warrant as Vio- 
lent areſiftance. 

X [1. There is nothing more Evi- 
dent, then that Exgland is a free Nation, 
thar has its liberties and Proverties reſerved 
to it, by many polrive and exprels lawes: 
it then we havea rightto our property » we 
mult 1ikewiſe be 'ſuppoſed to have a aight 


them, are ſtill to be conſidered, as pri- 
vate perſons who come to invade and di- 
fturb- us: - It is alſo to be obſerved, chat 
there are ſome pointsthat are juſtly diſpu 
table and doubttul ,. and others that are ſo 
manifeſt, that ir is plain that any. Obje- 
Etians that can be madeto ther, are rather 
forced pretences, than fo much as plauſi- 
ble colours. It is true, if the caſe isdoubt- 
ful , the Intereſt of the Publick Peace and 
Order , ought to carry it ; bur the caſe is 
quite different when the Invaſions that are 
made upon Liberty and Property , are plain 
and viſibleto all that conſider them. 

X (11. Fhe main and great difficulty here, 
is, that tho our Government does indeed 
aſſert the Liverty of the Subjet, yet there are 
many exprels Lars made, that lodge the 
Militia tingly in the King that make it 
plainly uniawtul upon any pretence what- 
ſoeverto take Armes againſt the King,or 
any Commiſhoned by him : and theſe 
Lars have been put inthe form of an Oath, 


wW Il that have born any Imployment 
cirle=m Church or State have ſworn: and 
therefore thoſe Laws,for the aſſuring our 


Liberties , do indeed bind the Kings Con- 
-ſcience, and may affe& his Minitters; yet 
fince it is a Maxim of our Law , that 
the King can do no wrong , theſe cannot be 
"carried to far as to jultify our taking Armes 
againſt him, be rhe transgreſſions of Law 
ever ſo many and fo- manifeſt : and ſince 
this has been the conſtant Dofrine of the 
Church of. England, it will be a very heavy 
Imputation on us, if it appears, that tho 
'we held thoſe Opinions , as long as the 
Court-and the Crown favoured us, yet as 
ſoon as the Court turns againſt us, we 
change our principles. 

XIV. Hereis the true Difhculty of this 
whole Matter, and therefore ir ought to 
be exactly conſidered : Firft, All general 
'Words,how large ſoeyer, are ſtill ſuppoſed 
to have a taciteexception , and reſerve in 


'them ," if the Matter ſeems to require ir.. 


Children are commanded to obey their 
Parents in all things : Wives are declared 
by the Scripture, to be ſubject rotheir Hus- 
bands in all things, as the Church is unto Chriſt; 


and therefore thoſe who- 2& in vertue ot , 


and yet how Comprehenſive foever thefs 
words may ſeem 10be , there is ſtill a re- 
ſerve to be underſtood in them ; and tho 
by our Form of Marriage, the Parties 
ſwear to one another til] Death them do part, 
yet few doubt but that this Bond is difſol- 
ved by Adultery , tho it is not named; 
for odivus things ought not to be {uſpected, 
and therefore not named vpon ſuch oc- 
caſions : but when they tall out, they carry 
{till their own force with them. 2. When 
there ſeems to be a Contradiction between 
two Articles in the Conſtitution , we 
ought to examin which of the two is the 
molt Evident, and the moſt-Important, 
and ſo we ought to fix-upon ity and then 
we mult give ſuch an accommodating ſenſe 
to that which ſeems to contradict its that 
ſo we may reconcile thoſe together. Here 
then are two ſeeming Contradictions in 
our Conſtitution the one is the Publick 
Liberty of the Nation ; the other is the Re- 
nouricing of all Refiſtance, in caſe that 
were iavaded. Itis plain, that our Liberty 
is only a thing that we enjoy at the Kyngs 
Diſcretion, and during his Pleaſure , 1f 
the other againſtall Rehlitance is to beun- 
derſtood according to the utmoſt extent of 
the Words. Therefore ſince the chief De- 
ſign of our whole Law. and of all the fe-- 
veral Rules of our Conſtitution , is to ſe- 
cure and maintain our Liberty , we ought 
to lay that down for a Concluſton, that it 
is both the moſt plain and the moſt Impor- 
tant of the two: and therefore the other 
Article againſt Reſiſtance ought to be ſo 
ſofrned, as that ir do not deſtroy this. 
z3- Since it is by a Law that Reſiſtance is 
condemned, we ought to underſtand it in 
ſuch a ſenſe as that it doesnot deftroy all 
other Laws: andrheretote the intent of 
this Law, muſt only relate to the Executive 
Power , which is in the Kjng, and not to: 
the Legiſlative, in which we cannot ſup- 
oſe that our Legiſlators, who made that 
aw, intended to giye up that, which we 
plainly ſee they reſolved ſtill to preſerve” 


entire, according to the Ancient Conſtitu- 


tion, Sothen ,- the not reflifting the Kyngs 
can only be applied to the Execittive Power > 
that ſo upon no pretence ot 11] Adminiſtra- 
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tions in the Execution of the Law, it 
$hould be lawful to reſiſt him; but this can« 
not with any reaſon be extended to an 
Invaſion of the Legiſlative Power , or to a 
total Subverſion of the Goternment, For it 
being plain, that the Lav did not deſign 
to lodge that Power inthe King » it is allo 
plain, that itdid not intend to ſecure him 
In it, in caſe he should (et about it. 4. The 

1w mentioning the Kjng , or. thoſe Com 
miſJionated by him, s5hews plainly, that it on- 
ly deſigned ro ſecure the King in the Exe- 
Cative Power : for the-word CommilJion ne« 
cefſarily imports this, ſince if it is not ac- 
cording to Law, it is no Commilſionz and 
by Conſequenee, thoſe who a& in vertue 
of- it , are not Commiſſionated by the 
K3ng inthe Senſe of the Law. The King 
likewiſe Imports a Prince clothed by Law 
with the Regal Prerogative ; but if he goes 
. to Subrert the whole Foundation of the Go-+ 
vernment , he Snbrerts that by which he 
himſclfhas his Power, and by conſequence 
he annuls his own Power ; and then he 
ceaſes to be King, having endeavoured to 
deſtroy that, upon which his own Autho- 
rity is tounded. ; 

XV. Iris acknowledged by the greateſt 
Aſſertors of Monarchical Power , that in 
ſomecaſesa King may fall from his Power, 
and 1n other caſes that he may fall from the 
Exerciſe of it, His Deſerting his People, 
his going about to enſlave, or ſellthem to 
any other, or a furious going ahout to de- 
{troy them, are in the opinion of the moſt 
Monarchical Lzwyers, ſuch Abuſes, that 
they naturally diveſt thoſe that are guilty 
of them , of their whole Authority. In- 
fancy or Phrenzy do alſo put them under 
the Guardianship 'of others. All the 
Crowned Heads of E:rope have, at leaſt ſe- 
eretly.z approved of the putting tif late 
King of Portugal under a Guardianship, and 
.the keeping him (till Priſoner for a few 
Acts of =_ , thar had been fatal roa very 
-few Perfons: andeven our Court gave the 
firſtcountenance to it, tho of all others the 
-late King had the moſt reaſon to have done 
it at leaſt laſt of all : ſince it juſtified a 
younger Brother's ſupplanting the Elder; 
yet the evidence of the thing carried it e- 
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ven againſt [ntereft. Therefore if a King 


- goes about to ſabvert the Government, an 


to overturn the whole Conſtitution, he 
by this muſt be ſuppoſed either to fall 
trom his Power , or atleaſt from the Exer« 
ciſe of it, ſo far as that he oughtto be put 
under Guardians ; and according to the caſe 
of Portugal, the next Heir falls naturally to 
be the Guardian, 

XVI. The next thing to be conſidered, 
isto ſee in Fat whether the Foundations 
of this Government have been ſtruck at, and 
whether thoſe Errors, that have been 
perhaps committed , are only ſuch Malyer- 
lations, as ought to be Imputed only to 
Human Frailty., and to the Ignorance, In- 
advertences , or Paſhons to which all Prin- 
ces may be ſubject, as well as other men. 
But this will beſt appear if we conſider 
what are the Fundamental Points of our 
Government » and the chief Securities that 
we have for our Literties. 

The Authority of the Law is indeed all 
in one word, ſo that if the King pretends 
toa powerto Dijpence with Lawes, is 
nothing left, upon which the Sallcan 
depend ; and yet as if Diſpercing Power were 
not enough ,if Lars are wholly ſuſpended 
for all time coming this 1s plainly a re. 
pealing of them, when likewiſe the men, 
in whole hands the Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ſtice is put by Law , ſuch as Zudges and She- 
rifs, are allowed to tread all Laws under 
foot , even thoſe that Infer an lncapacity 
on themſelves if they violate them ; this is 
iuch a breaking of the whole Conſtitution, 
that we can no more have the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, ſo that it is really a Diſſo- 
lution of the Government : lince all Tryals, 
Sentences, and the Executions of them,are 
become ſo many unlawful Acts, that arc 
null and void of themſelves. | 

The next thing in. our Conflitution, 
which ſecures. to us our Lawns and' Liber- 
ties , 1s a free and Lawful Parliament, Now 
not to mention.the breach of the Lav of 


Triennial Parliaments , it being above three 


years {ince we had a Seſſion that (enacted 
any Law; Methods have been taken, and 


aredaily a taking, that render this Impoſ. 


ſible, Parliaments onght to be choſen with 
an 


an entire Liberty', and without either 
Force or Pre-ingagements: whereas if all 
men are required belore hand to enter in- 
to Engagements, how'they will Vere , if 
they are choſen themfelves , or how they 
will give their Voices in; the EleCting of ©- 
theis* This 1s plainly ſuch a preparation to 
a Parliament , as would indeed make it no 
Parliament , buta Cabal, if one were cho- 
ſen; after all that Corruption of Perſons, 
who had pre-irgaged themſelves; and after 
the Threatning and Turning out ot all 
perſor.s out of [mployments, who had re- 
fuſed to do it; andit there are ſuch daily 
Regulations madein the Tow: , that it 18 
plain thoſe who manage them, intend at 
laſt to put ſuch a number of men in the 
Corporations, as will certainly chuſe the per- 
ſons whoare recommended to them. But 
above.al), if there are ſuch a number of 
Sherifs and Mayors made, over England, by 
whom the Elections muſt 'be conducted 
and returned, who are now under an In- 
capacity by Law, and ſo are no Legal Ot- 
ficerzy and by conſc quence thoſe ElcCtions 
that paſs under their Authority are null and 
void: If, I ſay, it is clear that things are 
brought tothis, then the Gorernmert is dif- 
ſolved , becauſe it 1s impoſſible to have a 
Free and: Legal Parliament, in this ſtate of 
things. It then both the Authority of the 
Law, and the Conſti:ution of the Parlia- 
mert , are ſtruck at, and diſſolved, here 1s 
2 p'ain Subverſion of the whole Govern- 
ment. But if we enter next into the parri- 
cular Branches of the Gorernmert » we will 
find the like Disorder among them all. 

The Proteſtant Religion, and the Church 
of England, makea great Articleof our Go- 
vernment the latter being ſecured not on- 
ly of Old , by Magna Charta, but by many 
ſpecial Lars made of late , and there are 
particular Laws made in K. Charles the firſt, 
and the late Kings time , ſecuring tt.em 
from all Commiſſions , that the Kz1g can raiſe 


for Judging or Cenſuring them; if then in. 


oppoſition to this, a Court ſo condemned 
js erected; which proceeds to Judge and 
CenſuretheCleygy,and even to diſſeiſe them 
of their Freeholde, withourſo much as the 


7 form of a Tryal, tho this is the moſt Indif- 


penſable Law, of all thoſe that ſecures'the 
property of England; & ifthe King pretends 
that he can require the Clergy to publich all 
his Arbitrary Declarations, and in parti- 
cular one that ſtrikes at their whole ſet- 
tlement , and has ordercd proceſs to be 
begun againſt all that diſobeycd this ille- 
gal warrant , and has treated ſo great a 
number of the Bisheps as Criminals, only 
for repreſenting to him the reaſons of 
their not obeying him; if likewiſe the 
King is not 1atisficd to profeſs his own 
Religion opcnly , tho evcn that is contra- 
ry to Law , but has ſent Ambaſſadours to 
Rome, and received N :1tio's irom thence , 
which is plainly Treaſon by Law; if like- 
wiſe many Popish Churches & Chappels have 
been publickly opened, if ſeveral Colledges 
of Jeſuitcs have been ſctupin divers parts 
ofthe Nation,and ere of thc Order has been 
made a Privy Conncellour and a principal 
Miniſter of State; and it Papifls, andjeven 
thoſe who turn to that Religion, tho de- 
clared Traitours by Law , are brought 
1:1t0 all the chief Imployments , both 
Military and Cicil; then it 1s plain that 
all the rights ofthe Church of England, and 
the whole eſtabliskment ot the Proteftart 
Religion , are (track at, and deſigned to- 
be overturncd : fince all theſe things, as 
they arc notoriouſly lllegal, ſothey cvie 
dently demonſtrate , that the great de- 
ſign of themall, is the rooting out of this 
Peſiilent Hereſy , in their ftile, I'mean the 
Protetai:t” Religion, NY 

In the next place, If in the whole courſe of 
Iuſtice , it is viſible, that there is a conſtant 
practiſing upon the Judges, that they are turned 
out upon their varying fromthe Intentions of 
the Court, and if men of no reputation nor abi- 
litics®'re put in their places; if an Army is 
kept up in time of peace, and men who with- 
draw from that Illegal Service, are banged up 
as Criminals, withotit any colour of Law, 
which by conſequence are ſo many Murders ; 
and if the Souldiery are connived at, and cn» 
couraged in the moſt enormous Crimes, that 
ſo they may be thereby prepared to commit - 
greater ones, and from ſingle rapes and mur- 


ders, procecd toa rape upon all our mayer 
| ane 
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and a DeſtruQtion of the Natidq. If, I fay, 


all theſe things are true in fat ; then it_is- 


plain, that there is ſuch a diſſolution of the 
Government made, that there is not any one part 
of it left ſound and entire: and if all theſe things 
are done now , it is caſy to imagin what 
may be expeted, when Arbitrary Power that 
ſpares no man, and Popery that , rg no Here- 
tick, are finally eſtablished : Then we may look 
for nothing but Gabelles, Tailles, Impofitions, 
Beneyolences, and all ſorts of Illegal Taxes; as 
from the other, we may expect Burnings, Maſ- 
facres, and Taquiſitions. In what is doing in 
Seathend;-we-may gather what is to be expected 
in ilar: whereifths King hazover agd; 

again dechred, that he is veſted with an, 4 
lute Fower, to whichyall are bound to ph 
out Reſerve,” 2nd hasypon that annulled 

$11 the 4s of Parti. 
the firs minority, tho:they were ratified by 
himiclf, when he camg#d64 
confirmed by all the ſallequent Kings , not cx- 
cepting the preſent. We muſt then conclude 
from therice,, what 18 
land , and what will be pat in execution as ſoon 
_ 4sit is thought that the times can bear it. When 
likewiſe the whole Setlement. of Ireland is 
Shaken, andthe Army that was raiſed, and is 
maintained by Taxes, that weregiven for an 


Army of English Proteſtants, to ſecure them. 


from a new Maſſacre by the Irish Papifts, is now 
all alled with Irish Papiſfs , a8 well as almoſt aH 
the other Imployments; it is plain, that not 
only all the Brittish Proteſlents Tahabiting that 
Iſland , arein daily danger of being butchered 
a ſecond time,. but thatthe Crown of England is 
in danger of loſing that Island, it being now 


wholly into the hands and power of the: 


Native Irish, who as they formerly offered 
themfſelyes up ſometimes to the- Crown of 
Spain, ſometimes tothe Pope, and once to the 


Duke of Lorrain, ſo are they perhaps at this 


preſent, treating with another Cour: , for the 
Sale and Surrender of the 1fland, and fpr the 


t that paſſed in K., James 


e of Age, and were * 


tolved on here in Eng- 


RR ES | 2 os” OR 
If thusall the ſeveral Branchesof| our Con- 
ſtitution are diſſo]ved, it mightbe atleaſt exe - 


a 


was eyer with Childs 


veith fo. 


reaſon in the world to doubt of it, ſo they bave 
all poſſible reaſon to beat no quiet, till they ſee 
a Legal and Free Parliament Aſſembled , which 
ray Impartially, and without either Fear or 
Corruption , examin that whole matter. 

If all theſe matters are true in fa&t, then I 
ſuppoſe no man will doubt, that the whole 
Foundations of this Government, and all the 
moſt Sacred parts of it, are overturned. And 
as tothe truth of all theſe Suppoſitions, that 


is lett to every Englichmans Judgment | and 
ſenſe. 


